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Studies in the Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service at Georgetown University. A

specialist on the origins and consolidation of democracy, Latin American politics, electoral

systems, civil-military relations, political parties, regime transitions and U.S.-Latin American

relations.

Dr. Valenzuela is an expert on the politics of the Southern Cone and Mexican politics. He is

the author or co-author of nine books and his academic articles have appeared in edited

collections and scholarly journals including Comparative Politics, Foreign Policy, Foreign
Affairs, Rivista Italiana di Scienza Politica, Estudios Públicos and the Latin American Research
Review.

During President William Jefferson Clinton’s second term in office, Dr. Valenzuela served at

the White House as Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director for Inter-American

Affairs at the National Security Council. Valenzuela served as Deputy Assistant Secretary for

Inter-American Affairs in the United States Department of State in the first Clinton

Administration. For his diplomatic contributions, he has been honored with the National

Order of the Southern Cross by the government of Brazil and the Order of Boyacá by the
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Dr. Valenzuela serves on the board of trustees of Drew University, the National Democratic Institute for International Affairs (NDI), the National Council of La Raza

and Santiago College, in Santiago, Chile. He is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and several academic societies and is listed in Who’s Who in America

and Who’sWho in American Higher Education.

He is an international advisor to Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer and Feld, L.L.P., a leading international law firm and director of Nueva Mayoría in Argentina, a research

and consulting firm.

His media appearances include ABC’s Nightline, NBC's Today Show, The CBS Evening News, The News Hour with Jim Lehrer, CNN, CNN Crossfire, CNN
International, CNN Spanish, Fox News, Univisión, National Public Radio, C-Span, BBC World Service, and other media outlets in the United States, Latin America and
Europe.
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