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Tony Fernandes founded Tune Air Sdn Bhd in 2001, with a vision to make air
travel more affordable to Malaysians. With that in mind, Tony and his three
partners bought over AirAsia from its owner DRB-Hicom. Tune Air's initial
project was to remodel AirAsia into a low fare no frills carrier after
successful low fare airlines such as U.S.-based Southwest Airlines and
Dublin-based Ryanair and create a new aviation product in Malaysia.

Under Tony’s leadership, the fledging airline with a RM40 million debt
became a thriving business. The airline repaid all debts and has been in a
profitable position from the first day of operation. In less than 3 years,
AirAsia grew from 2 modest Boeing 737-300 to 30 and is now operating over
100 domestic and international daily flights from hubs in KLIA, Johor Bahru,
Bangkok and Jakarta.

Under his wings, AirAsia went on to revolutionize the air travel industry in
Malaysia and pioneered the low cost phenomenon in Asia. In 2004, AirAsia
formed successful joint ventures in Thailand and Indonesia where AirAsia
holds 49% of the stake in both companies.

Thai AirAsia, a joint venture with Shin Corporation, Thailand’s largest
telecommunication conglomerate, took to the skies in Feb 2004 and has to
date carried over 1 million passengers in its first year of operations. PT
AWAIR, re-launched as a low fare airline on Dec 8th 2004 and presently
serves 5 domestic destinations in Indonesia.

A familiar face in the aviation industry as well as on an international level,
Tony has headlined the covers of Airline Business magazine, Asian Wall
Street Journal, New York Times, International Herald Tribune and featured
on countless international publications such as South China Morning Post,
Financial Times, Far Eastern Economic Review, The Economist and many
more.

Recently Tony was named the winner of Airline Business Strategy Award for
Regional and Low Cost Leadership by Airline Business and the Master
Entrepreneur category of the Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the Year -
Malaysia 2006. He also bagged the 2006/07 ‘The Brand Laureate’ Brand
Personality for his exemplary performance, dedication and contribution
towards the aviation industry in Malaysia.
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